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Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Sounding Rockets Program at Poker Flat Research Range

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Goddard Space Flight Center
Wallops Flight Facility
Wallops Island, VA 23337

Reply to Attn of: 250.W
April 14, 2011

Alaska Center for the Environment
807 G Street #100
Anchorage AK 99501

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to you regarding the continued operations of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s (NASA) Sounding Rockets Program at the University of Alaska Fairbanks’
(UAF) Poker Flat Research Range (PFRR) near Fairbanks, Alaska. In September 2010, we
requested input for an Environmental Assessment (EA) that we were preparing. After
considering the comments provided by members of the public during the scoping process, we
have now decided to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The EIS will evaluate
the effects of NASA’s continued operations at PFRR and will support the decision-making
process for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS’s) and the Bureau of Land
Management’s (BLM’s) proposed issuance of permits for rocket impact and recovery at Arctic
and Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuges and the Steese National Conservation Area and the
White Mountains National Recreation Area, respectively.

Owned and operated by UAF since 1968, the PFRR is a launch facility for sounding rockets,
which carry scientific instruments into regions of the upper atmosphere and space that are
maccessible by other commonly used observation methods (e.g., satellites and balloons). The
PFRR is located northeast of the unincorporated village of Chatanika, Alaska and consists of
approximately 5,200 acres of land that house rocket and support facilities, launch pads, and
tracking infrastructure. The primary types of missions conducted by NASA at PFRR are in
partnership with university scientists who study the earth's atmosphere and its interaction with
the space environment.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the EIS will consider a range of
alternatives that meet NASA’s needs for obtaining the requisite earth and space science data
afforded by high-latitude sounding rocket launches in support of its science and educational
missions. Alternatives currently being considered for evaluation in the EIS include:

¢ Continuing the SRP in its present form and at the current level of effort;

e Continuing SRP launches from PFRR within the existing flight zones with differing
requirements for identification and recovery of spent stages and payloads;

¢ Modifying the trajectories of the existing flight zones; and

e Conducting a subset of launches at other high-latitude launch sites, thereby avoiding the
federally-managed lands.
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The No Action Alternative is to discontinue sounding rocket launches from PFRR.

The EIS will analyze the effects of the alternatives on all applicable environmental media,
including airspace, noise, safety, biological resources, socioeconomics, transportation, cultural
resources, water resources, wetlands, air quality, land use, hazardous materials, recreation and
visual resources, environmental justice, subsistence, and cumulative impacts. NASA anticipates
that the areas of most interest to the public will be: the effects of rocket and payload landing and
recovery on special interest lands (including Wilderness Areas and Wild Rivers), considerations
to ensure public safety during rocket flight, and potential effects on subsistence uses on lands
within the flight zones. Public and agency scoping may identify other environmental resources
for consideration in the EIS.

The enclosed documents provide more detailed information regarding the PFRR and the history
behind the EIS. Additionally, I encourage you to visit the project’s website on a regular basis for
the most up-to-date information about the project.

The website’s address is http://sites.wit.nasa.gov/code250/pfrr_eis.html.

In scoping the EIS, we would like to request input from you regarding potential environmental
concerns or project alternatives such that it can be considered in preparing the Draft document.
As a part of this effort, we will be holding public meetings to provide further information and
gather input from the public. The scoping meeting locations and dates identified at this time are
shown below and on the enclosed flyer.

e Thursday, April 28, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the Fort Yukon Tribal Hall, 3rd and Alder
Street, in Fort Yukon, Alaska*

e Monday, May 2, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, William R.
Wood Campus Center, 505 S. Chandalar Drive in Fairbanks, Alaska.

e Monday, May 2, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Pioneer Park, Blue Room, 3rd Floor, 2300 Airport
Way, in Fairbanks, Alaska.

e Tuesday, May 3, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Alaska Regional Office, Gordon Watson Conference Room, 1011 East Tudor
Road, in Anchorage, Alaska.

*Please note that the Fort Yukon meeting, originally scheduled for Friday, April 29, 2011, as
indicated on the enclosed Federal Register notice, has been rescheduled for the date shown
above due to conflicts that were not anticipated at the time the notice was published.
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